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Connecting Minority Vendors

Striving For OSD 2010:
Increased Strategic
Alliances

with Government Spenders

MBE Spotlight

ADG Business and Government

Am Consultants is a Florida-based
professional services firm that

BUSINESS AND | provides services to corporate,

GOVERMMENTAL
COMSULTANTS

| am pleased to extend greetings

governmental and non-profit

to all minority- and women-owned

business enterprises in the State , gntities n areaslranging from issue
of Florida. As we strive to enhance communication and management and legislative representation to management
stz o el end ey bushesss el se e consulting and international services. They have offices in
direct positive impact. The Office of Supplier Diversity is I\’Iiami,Tall.ahassee and Washington, D.C. To Iear.n. more about
proud to release the second issue of the OSD Link, a fresh ADG Busmelss and Government Consultants visit
tool to keep you connected with important initiatives. www.adgonline.com or call (850) 224-4600.

During the past 30 days, we signed our first Strategic Florida Advisory Council on Small and
Partnership Agreement with the University of West Florida Minority Business Development

to enhance opportunities for women and minorities in Created to advise and assist Florida’s minority businesses,

the Panhandle. Our goal is to follow this same model as and to help with economic and business development, the

we travel across the state to increase awareness of our Florida Advisory Council on Small and Minority Business

services.As we continue to improve our services and Development works closely with the Office of Supplier

responsiveness, we encourage you to share your thoughts Diversity (OSD).The Council was instrumental in helping

and ideas on how we can better serve you. develop goals for OSD to advance its work and support of

minority businesses.You can find more information on the

Thank you for your continued support as we strive to go Council at www.osd.dms.state.fl.us or contact Torey Alston at

from “Good to Great.” (850) 487-0915.

/’V 4-——> Include your event in the next issue of OSD Link

OSD Link is distributed to more than 3,000 certified minority-and
women-business enterprises. If you want your event published in
OSD Link, e-mail details to Carla.Pierre@dms.MyFlorida.com.

Torey L. Alston

Director

DATES TO REMEMBER



www.adgonline.com
www.osd.dms.state.fl.us
Carla.Pierre@dms.MyFlorida.com
Bridget.Lee@dms.MyFlorida.com
www.sbvdr.admin.ufl.edu

* REGIONAL
MATCHMAKER

Regional MatchMaker 2008 is coming to a city
near you. Click on icon to go to Web site.

s

g

)

What kinds of marketing and advertising techniques work best for Florida’s
minority and women business enterprises? Which programs generate the
best results or most important source of new business?

Here are a few tips to consider:

Hottest Trend:

Directory listings, VVeb sites and banner ads on the Internet have worked
well for Florida’s minority and women business enterprises. Interestingly, the
smaller the firm, the more likely the Internet plays a role in its marketing
plan.

Decision-Maker:

In many cases, the president or owner is the chief marketing officer. As
a function of size and management structure, subordinate titles, e.g., vice
president to director of marketing, are common only among companies
where sales exceed $5 million.

Secret Weapon:

Research shows that two out of three small businesses count on direct mail
as their top marketing weapon, followed by advertising in newspapers and
magazines. The word-of-mouth approach has also proven to be one of the
more successful approaches.

To stay competitive in the global marketplace, promotion of goods and
services are critical to the lifeline of a firm. Successful marketing plans yield
very high returns!

Northwest Florida Regional MatchMaker a Success!

3 1 One-on-one sessions
' for participants at the
NW Florida Regional
MatchMaker workshop.

Nearly 100 participants
joined us at the
University of West
Florida on Feb. 26 for the Regional MatchMaker.Thank you to business
owners, local municipalities, state agencies and private corporations that
made the event a huge success.We also want to thank our partners and
sponsors in the region including Director Laura Subel, University of West
Florida Procurement Technical Assistance Center, for support of the event.

MatchMaker
Alert!

MatchMaker 2008

is coming!

If you are interested in
sponsoring MatchMaker 2008
please contact our office at:
Torey.Alston@dms.MyFlorida.
com or (850) 487-0915.

Florida Governo”lie Crist and Stafe Rep. Joseph A.“Joe” Gibbons,
D-Broward, at the 2007 MatchMaker C¢nference.
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